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The system didn’t resist.
That was the problem.
Everything accepted itself.
Every version—

valid.

Every conclusion—
supported.

Nothing rejected.

Nothing failed.

Perfect loop.

Wrong.

Mai didn’t touch the terminal at first.
Didn’t override.

Didn’t correct.

“That would lock it further,” she said.
Not completely certain.
Close.

Ace nodded.

“Then we break it.”

V looked between them.
“...break what.”

Mai answered—

but slower this time.
“...the agreement.”
Shammy stepped forward.

The air shifted—
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just enough.

“They believe it because it holds,” she said.

A beat.

“So we make it slip.”

Mai moved.

Deliberately wrong.

Not optimal.

Not clean.

She accessed the system—
not to fix—

to contradict.

A new entry:

“Operator present at 18:40.”

Another:

“Operator denied entry at 19:20.”

Another:

“No record of operator.”
The system didn't reject them.
It took them in—

instantly.

Integrated.

That was worse.

V blinked.

“...that shouldn't—"

Mai didn’t look at him.

“It doesn’t filter,” she said.
A beat.

“It accepts.”
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Shammy moved behind the editor.

Close enough.

The air shifted—
pressure uneven,

The editor flinched.
Small.

Real.

“...something’s off,” she said.
Not denial.

Not yet.

Ace stepped forward.
Unaligned.

“You saw me,” she said.
Flat.

The editor nodded—
automatic—

then stopped.

" n

...yes.
“When.”

The question hung.

The answer didn’t come clean.
uj_n

She looked at the screen.

At the logs.

At Ace.

The system reacted.

The headline changed.

Again.
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“Confirmed” - “Verified” - “Confirmed”
Back and forth—

faster—

trying to settle.

Trying to choose.

Mai pushed harder.

More entries.

More contradictions.
Different timestamps.
Different witnesses.

All consistent.

All incompatible.

The system didn’t slow.

It tightened.

Trying to collapse.

Trying to force one version to hold.
The editor straightened.
Suddenly certain again.
“No,” she said.

Stronger.

“It's 19:20.”

Her gaze locked.

“That’s when it happened.”
The system surged—

the screen stabilizing—
pulling toward one answer.
Shammy broke it.

Hard.
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The air snapped out of alignment.

The pressure dropped unevenly.
The certainty cracked.

The headline glitched—
letters misaligning—

then settling wrong.

The editor flinched again.
“No—"

Less certain now.

“It... doesn’t...”

Mai stepped back.

Not pushing further.

Holding it there.

“...it can’'t decide,” she said.
Not calm.

Measured.

“That’s enough.”

V exhaled.

“...yeah, that looks broken.”
People around them slowed.
Looked up.

At screens.

At each other.

Something didn't feel right anymore.

That was new.
The editor stepped back.
Confused.

“...this doesn’t match,” she said.
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A beat.

“...it doesn’t line up.”
Ace didn't move.
Didn’t need to.

The story—

was no longer clean.

Mai pulled away from the system.

Didn’t remove anything.
Didn't fix it.

Left it unstable.

“It won’t hold like this,” she said.
A pause.

“...not cleanly.”

Better.

V looked around.

“...s0 that’s it?”

Mai shook her head.
“No.”

A beat.

“It will try to resolve.”
Of course it would.

It always did.

But now—

it had to choose between wrong answers.

Ace turned.
MWe gO."
No delay.

No reason to stay.
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Behind them—

the newsroom didn’t stop.

But it hesitated.

Just slightly.

And for the first time—

inside a system built to decide what was true—
every answer

felt

just a little

off.
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