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The city moved.

It always did.

Ace didn't watch the people.
She watched where they weren't.
The spaces between steps.
Between intent—

and the moment it became real.
There had been no space.
That was the problem.

She ran it again—

not memory—

something closer.

The strike—

already there.

The movement—

late to itself.

Impact—

before it had a reason to exist.
It didn't feel fast.

It felt missing.

She stopped at the crossing.
Traffic passed in clean lines.
Timed.

Measured.

Predictable.

For a second—
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one car didn’t quite match.
Too early.

Then it did.

Corrected.

Nothing broke.

But she saw it.

Everything here depended on that gap.

Small.

Invisible.

Enough to choose.

Enough to be wrong.
Remove it—

and things didn’t speed up.

They slipped.

Became something that didn’t wait.

Didn’t decide.

Just—

arrived.

Ace exhaled.

Slow.

Deliberate.

The city didn’t care.
It never did.

It didn’t need to understand.
Only to keep moving.
She stepped forward.
Across the street.

Timed.
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Measured.
Held back—

just enough.

“That would've been faster,” she said.

Quiet.

Not regret.

Not doubt.
Just—true.

For a moment—

she moved too soon.
A fraction.

Barely anything.

The step landed—

and the world felt wrong around it.

Then it caught up.

Aligned.

No one noticed.

She kept walking.

The city flowed around her—
unbroken—

unconcerned.

Because here—

being right didn’t matter.
Only arriving did.

And somewhere—

just ahead of where she was—
something shifted—

not visible—
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not traceable—

just—

already there.
Waiting—

not for her to decide—
but for her

to reach the point
where she realized

she already had.
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