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The system didn’t acknowledge them.
Didn’t adapt.

Didn’t even try.

It kept running.

Not correctly—

but without stopping.

Behind them, the penthouse held its shape—
barely.

Security cycles still triggered—

but nothing followed through.

Tracking systems searched—

then lost what they were looking for.
Everything functioned—

just not in a way that meant anything anymore.
Ace headed for the exit.

No urgency.

No hesitation.

The space didn’t react to her leaving.
Didn’t try to rebalance.

Didn’t attempt to fix itself.

It stayed wrong.

Mai followed.

The keycard in her hand resisted her grip—
not physically—

something else.

Like it didn’t want to be defined again.
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Good.

Shammy stepped behind them.
The air shifted loosely now—
uneven—

unstructured—

alive.

“That’s it,” she said quietly.
Ace didn’t answer.

She didn’t need to.

V waited by the elevator, watching the room like it might change if they looked away.
“...50 we're done?” they asked.
Mai took a moment.

Because that word didn't fit.
“Yes,” she said.

A beat.

“For now.”

That was as close as it got.
The elevator doors opened.

A fraction too late.

They stepped inside.

This time—

nothing happened.

No automatic selection.

No silent correction

The panel lit up—

waiting.

Mai pressed the control.

Down.
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The elevator moved—

but not cleanly.

A slight hitch—

barely noticeable—

like it had to decide to obey.
V noticed.

“...yeah,” they muttered.

“...that’s going to make someone nervous.”

Ace watched the reflection in the glass.

Not herself.

The system behind them.
Still running.

Still trying.

Still failing.

Good.

They met the client outside the system.

A space that still followed rules.
For now.

The owner looked at them—
not searching—

not questioning—
confirming.

“...It works,” they said.

Not a question.

Mai nodded once.

“It won't stabilize.”

The owner absorbed that.

Adjusted.
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Nothing more.

“...Good.”

Ace didn't react.

“Payment.”

Direct.

Immediate.

The transfer came through without delay.
High.

Exactly where it should be.
Mai checked once.
“Received.”

The owner gave a small nod—
then paused.

Not uncertain.

Choosing.

“You handle things that don’t belong,” they said.

Observation.

Nothing else.

Mai didn’t answer.

“This didn’t either.”

They reached into their coat.
Pulled something out—
small—

physical—

out of place in a world like this.
Mai took it carefully.

Didn’t look at it immediately.

Felt it first.
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The surface—

worn.

Too worn.

Edges softened by time that didn’t match anything here.

She turned it.

A photograph.

Old.

Not styled to look old—

actually old.

The image had bled slightly at the edges.
And in it—

something that didn’t belong to this world—
didn’t belong to this timeline—

didn’t belong here at all.

A shape.

A form.

Familiar—

in the wrong way.

Shammy drew in a sharp breath.

The air tightened instinctively—

like it recognized something before they did.
“...that’s wrong,” she said.

Mai didn’t respond.

Her fingers tightened slightly—

not holding—

containing.

Ace glanced at it once.

That was enough.
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“Later.”

The word settled hard.
No argument.

The owner stepped back.
No curiosity.

No questions.

“Figured you'd have more use for it than | did,” they said.

Flat.

Final.

Mai closed her hand around the photograph.
Careful.

Deliberate.

V looked between them.
“...yeah,” they said quietly.
“...that one’s bad.”

No one disagreed.

They left the tower.

Back into the city.

Noise returned first.

Then movement.

Then everything else.
Imperfect.

Alive.

Behind them—

the penthouse remained.
Unstable.

Ownerless.

Working.
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And somewhere—

beneath systems that still believed they understood the world—
something older had surfaced.

Quietly.

Without permission.

Without explanation.

Waiting—

not to be found—

but to be recognized.

© 2025-2026. “World of Ace, Mai and Shammy” and all original characters, settings, story elements,
and concepts are the intellectual property of the author. All rights reserved.
Non-commercial fan works are allowed with attribution.
Commercial use, redistribution, or adaptation requires explicit permission from the author.

Contact: editor at publication-x.com

Check out our SubscribeStar page at https://subscribestar.adult/konrad-k

From:
https://datavault.ws/ - DataVault

Permanent link:
https://datavault.ws/doku.php/canon:ace31:chapter6

Last update: 13/04/2026 07:03

DataVault - https://datavault.ws/


https://subscribestar.adult/konrad-k
https://datavault.ws/
https://datavault.ws/doku.php/canon:ace31:chapter6

	[CHAPTER 6 — Residual Ownership (Rewrite)]
	[CHAPTER 6 — Residual Ownership (Rewrite)]
	CHAPTER 6 — Residual Ownership (Rewrite)



