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The archive was incomplete.

That was the first problem.

Mai stood before a structure that was not a room and not quite a machine. It was a lattice of historical
records, probability traces, fragmented military archives and the faint residual echoes that important
human decisions sometimes left behind in the structure of time.

Most events did not leave echoes.

Battles rarely did.

War was too loud.

Too chaotic.

Too full of noise.

But sometimes a single decision stood out because it should not have happened.

Mai adjusted the search parameters again.

Lapland War. Winter engagement. Finnish infantry casualty. German infantry contact.

Thousands of records appeared.

Most were incomplete.

Some were burned.

Many were simply missing.

Ace leaned against the side of the structure, arms folded.

“So,” she said.

“We’re looking for one soldier.”

Mai nodded.

“One decision.”

Ace tilted her head slightly.

“That’s not much to go on.”

“No,” Mai agreed calmly.

“It is not.”

Shammy stood near the open edge of the observation platform.

There was no wind there.

But the air still moved.
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It carried the faint resonance of the moment they had watched earlier.

A soldier lowering a rifle.

Snow.

Silence.

Shammy closed her eyes briefly.

“The atmosphere remembers,” she said softly.

Ace glanced over.

“Does it remember his name.”

Shammy opened her eyes again.

“No.”

Mai continued searching.

Military personnel lists from German units operating in northern Finland.

Casualty reports.

Withdrawal routes.

Scattered fragments of logistical archives.

She reconstructed unit deployments.

Mapped patrol patterns.

Calculated probability distributions for isolated encounters in the forest.

Ace watched the data slowly assemble itself.

“You’re getting close,” she said.

Mai didn’t answer.

Because she already knew the answer.

The data converged.

A handful of possible soldiers appeared.

Then two.

Then one.

Mai studied the record.
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It was incomplete.

Most of the file had been lost during the final collapse of the German withdrawal from northern
Finland.

Name: uncertain.

Unit designation: partially destroyed.

Last recorded position: Lapland.

Final status: unknown.

Ace leaned closer.

“That’s him.”

Mai shook her head gently.

“No.”

Ace frowned.

“What do you mean no.”

Mai pointed to the record.

“This is the closest surviving possibility.”

Ace stared at the fragmented entry.

“So we don’t know.”

Mai closed the archive slowly.

“No.”

Shammy turned back toward them.

“The air says he kept walking.”

Ace raised an eyebrow.

“That’s not exactly a military record.”

Shammy shrugged slightly.

“It is still true.”

Mai looked once more at the fading probability lines.

The moment in the snow.

The rifle not fired.
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The soldier who walked away.

From that point the timeline continued.

A life survived.

A family continued.

A story was told.

And far down that improbable chain…

a figure sometimes appeared in broken castles and collapsing timelines.

Red katanas in his hands.

Ace followed her gaze.

“…Konrad.”

Mai nodded once.

“Yes.”

Ace looked at the incomplete archive again.

“Funny.”

“What.”

“The most important soldier in that moment…”

She tapped the empty space where the name should have been.

“…is the one history forgot.”

Mai closed the record completely.

“History forgets many things.”

Shammy looked out toward the horizon of possible worlds.

“But the air does not.”

BLACK FILE ADDENDUM

Subject: Unknown German Infantryman Event: Lapland War field encounter

Confirmed facts:

Enemy soldier discovered a wounded Finnish combatant.

Enemy soldier chose not to fire.
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Enemy soldier removed the weapon from the wounded man’s reach.

Enemy soldier departed without further action.

Identity of the soldier remains unknown.

Historical impact: One life continued.

Extended probability analysis suggests the continuation of that life eventually produced an individual
known in multiple anomalous records as:

Konrad.

Final classification:

Unknown Soldier.

Sometimes the smallest decisions carry the longest shadows.

Konrad

—
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